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Children’s behaviour online 

Although pupils’ use of internet enabled devices is often 

positive, there are significant risks associated with unre-

stricted use of phones or tablets. 

• Photos/Videos - Almost all devices are equipped with 

cameras, and children can share any photos or videos 

they have made, and they are not always appropriate.  

• Whatsapp - Although the age recommendation for 

Whatsapp is 16, lots of our children use the app to cre-

ate groups with their friends. This could potentially 

enable children to share things that are not appropri-

ate. There is also a great chance of your child encoun-

tering cyber-bullying of some form; either as a victim or 

as the one being unkind. 

• Contact from strangers - New apps 

appear all the time, and many are de-

signed to connect people. Some of 

these apps put children at risk of being 

groomed online by adults pretending to 

be children, who would do them harm. 

We have also been made aware of two particular apps 

(Omegle and Discord), on which young people have 

been traumatised by unintentionally viewing sexualised 

and abusive images. If your child has either app on 

their device, you should delete it immediately. 
Speak openly with your child about their use of the inter-

net. Make sure they know and feel confident to tell you if 

anything upsets or scares them. It is also advisable to en-

sure your parental control settings on your broadband are 

switched on to ameliorate the risk of them being exposed 

to any inappropriate content. 

 

Access our school website to find links to helpful websites filled with 

tips and advice about keeping your children safe online. 

http://www.district.st-helens.sch.uk/  

 

We all want to keep our children safe You’ve 
probably already talked to them about things like 
crossing the road safely. But have you spoken to 
them about how to stay safe from sexual abuse? 
We know it’s  a conversation no parent wants to 
have, but we believe it can feel just as natural, and 
be just as easy, as the road safety chat. We call it 
talking PANTS. From P through  to S, each letter 
gives an important message for children as young 
as four to help them stay safe.  

You can obtain the NSPCC parent activity pack 
using the following link. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing abuse/
keeping-children-safe/underwear rule/ 

Unexpected absences in an educational setting 
Some of our pupils when in year 6  may  travel to and from school 

unaccompanied by an adult. As a parent what should you  do to 

help the school if your child unexpectedly fails to attend their edu-

cational setting,  

1.please ensure that the school has at least two contact telephone 

numbers 

2.Always ensure that you always inform school  if your contact 

number changes. 

3.Always provide written consent if you wish your child to travel to  

and from school without supervision of an adult. 

 

For safeguarding reasons the school strongly advises against any 

pupil below year 6 attending school unaccompanied by an adult. 

 

If a pupil fails to attend school and we are unable to contact  

parents/family we will always call the Police. 

Safeguarding  - Attendance Matters 

Holidays taken in term time 

Foreign Travel Advice—GOV.UK 

https://www.gov.uk/ 
Remember that  if you request to take a holiday ln term time , 

you need to provide school with evidence of any exceptional 

circumstances.   Parents needs to give a minimum of 4 

weeks notice of any leave. Remember  that 

due to COVID-19 your child may have to quarantine when 

you return to the country, this may result in a fixed penalty 

notice being issued. 

You should not travel to a RED listed country.  If you do, you 

must quarantine in a managed hotel when you return. 

If  you travel to an AMBER listed country, when you return 

you should quarantine at home for 10 days 

If you travel to a GREEN listed country, you must take a 

COVID-19 test on or before day 2 after you arrive back, you 

will need to quarantine if your test is positive. 

 

Let’s talk  
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